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What is the ERF? 

European Union Road Federation 

• Non-profit association which coordinates the views of EU road 
infrastructure sector 

• Founded in 1998 as an initiative of five National Road Associations  

• It acts as a platform for dialogue and research on mobility issues  

• Represents stakeholders in the field of road infrastructure (59 
members): 

– National Road Associations (20%) 

– Industry stakeholders (80%): construction companies, barrier/ road 
marking/signs manufactures, research center, academia 
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Background 

• Free movement within EU means higher cross-border traffic in the 

medium-long term (transport of goods, tourism, etc) 
 

• Eastern European Road Network being upgraded to achieve minimum 

safety standards 
 

• Western European countries with an ageing Road Network which will 

increase the frequency of maintenance in the future 

European Union Road Federation 
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Background 

• Drivers are not familiar with road works elements in different countries 

 

• Reduction of fatalities and improvement of road safety is a main priority 

for the EU – Work Zones display high-accident risks  
 

European Union Road Federation 
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Improving WZS: Policy vision 

European Parliament - Report on European Road Safety  Programme 2011-2020 (July 2011)  

Calls on the Commission to ensure that roadwork sites are made safer through 
guidelines for designing and equipping sites, which should be standardised, as far 
as possible, at the European level, so that motorists are not faced with new, 
unfamiliar circumstances in each country;  

European Commission – Working Group on Road Work (ongoing)  

Dealing with the influence of road works layout on road user safety, benchmarking 
of roadwork safety, speed management in WZ and harmonising WZ design 

European Union Road Federation 
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Improving WZS: Research Vision 

ARROWS (1998)  
Handbook with recommendations on Road Work Zone design and operation 

STARS (2013) 
Scoring Traffic at Roadworks 

BROWSER (ongoing) 

Safety of road workers and interaction with road users 

Speed management of traffic in Work Zones 

ASAP (ongoing) 

European Union Road Federation 
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ERF WG vision on WZS 

• Sustainability 

• Road Asset Management 

• Road Safety 
     - Road Restraint Systems 

     - Road Markings and Signs 

     - Work Zone Safety (2011) 

European Union Road Federation 
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ERF WG vision on WZS 

- Propose a voluntary set of recommendations for infrastructure 
elements for TEN-T  
 

- Road restraint systems, markings, signs, cones, warning lights, 
delineators etc  
 

- Analyse the functionality of each road safety component  
 

- Recommend minimum performance for road equipment in terms of 
safety  
 

- Establish a ‘lowest common denominator’ across the EU  

European Union Road Federation 
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ERF - methodology 

- Data collection of WZ safety practices from: Belgium, Czech 
  Republic, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
  Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Portugal, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden 
  (16 EU member states)  
 
- Development of classification of WZS signs, markings and other 
   elements according to:  

•  Work zone (approach, activity, termination) 
•  Work type (short term mobile/stationary, long term) 
•  Road type (main, primary, secondary, local) 
  

European Union Road Federation 
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«Towards a Safer Work Zones» - Case Study 
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«Towards a Safer Work Zones» - Recommendations 
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«Towards a Safer Work Zone» - Recommendations 
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«Towards a Safer Work Zone» - Recommendations 
 Warning Lights 
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«Towards a Safer Work Zone» - Recommendations 
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«Towards a Safer Work Zone» - Recommendations 
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Immediate steps 

- Cooperation with national  
administrations and EC 
 

- Organisation of dedicated seminars 
 

- Promote dialogue between industry 
and public authorities 
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Last but not least 

http://www.irfnet.eu/images/Towards_Safer_Work_Zones_EN_FINAL.pdf 
 

European Union Road Federation 
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Thanks for your attention 

José Díez 
j.diez@erf.be 
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